
Foxdell Primary School
Growing, Learning and Achieving Together

Head Teacher's Corner
Dear Families,

We have come to the end of a very busy half term. There has been so much fantastic learning taking place, both in and outside of the 
classroom across all year groups including the Grafham Water Residential at the start of October and Bikeability training for children 
Years 5 and 6 over the last week. It has been wonderful to see the children so engaged, enthusiastic, and eager to learn.

Black History Month - October - This month, we have been celebrating Black History Month, reflecting on Black history through 
assemblies and class discussions. At Foxdell, we are proud of our diverse community and are committed to delivering a curriculum that 
represents and celebrates all of our children and families all of the time. 

Harvest - A huge thank you to everyone who generously donated to our Harvest Festival collection. We were pleased to welcome Reverend 
David Kesterton from St Peter’s Church, who led assemblies about the meaning of harvest. Donations will be collected by the Luton Food 
Bank on Tuesday and will go on to support families in need in our community.

Diwali - On Monday, we held a special assembly to celebrate Diwali, the Hindu festival of light. The children enjoyed learning about the 
significance of the festival and enjoyed a delicious Diwali themed lunch. We wish a very happy Diwali to all of our families who will be 
celebrating.

Ridgeway Photography Workshops - You may remember that a group of children from Years 5 and 6 took part in the Ridgeway 
Photography Workshops in January this year. Between September 2024 and July 2025, 339 participants joined workshops along the 
Ridgeway Trail, with 25 photographs selected for a special exhibition. We are incredibly proud that Eesa Sadiq (now in Year 7) had one of 
his photos chosen and was recently invited to attend the Ridgeway 50 Photos Exhibition private viewing event - this is an amazing 
achievement!

Staff update - We are pleased to inform you that two new members of staff have recently joined the Foxdell community. We would like to 
welcome Mrs Ward, our new School Business Manager, who will be supporting the school with all aspects of finance and operations and 
Miss Kelly, who has joined the Year 6 team and will be teaching in Kestrels Class.

Reverend David Kesterton - St Peter’s Church - We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Reverend David Kesterton from St 
Peter’s Church who is retiring. David has supported our school so generously for many years through assemblies and workshops, 
imparting his knowledge of his faith as well as bringing our diverse community of faiths together as part of our Interfaith workshops. 
David has been an important part of our school community and we wish him all the very best and a happy, fulfilling next chapter.

Finally, a huge thank you to all of our children, staff, and families for making this half term such a positive one. I hope you have a 
restful and enjoyable break and I look forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday 3rd November.

Best wishes,
Mrs R Nisar
Headteacher
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22nd October
Healthy Packed Lunch  
Workshop for parents

23rd- 24th October
Training Day- school closed  

to children

27th- 31st October
Half Term Week

3rd November
Children return to school

4th November
Y5 trip to Whipsnade Zoo

10th November
Nursing Team - Flu  

Vaccinations -Junior Site
WEAR ODD SOCKS DAY

14th November
Non Uniform Day- £1  

charity donation

24th Novemebr
Pupil Photos

26th November
Y3 Celtic Harmony Trip  

Foxdell Primary School is now a RRSA Bronze: 
Rights Committed School

            We are very proud to share that we have achieved the 
Bronze Rights Respecting Schools Award. This award recognises 
our commitment to promoting children’s rights and creating a 
school environment where every child feels safe, respected, and 
valued. We are now excited to continue our journey as we work 
towards achieving the Silver Award.

     

Please note, we 
will now be 
sending two 

newsletters each 
half term. Other 
updates will be 
sent via Class 
Dojo or email.



ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY
We are pleased to share that our attendance has been improving over the past year, and we’re 

proud to say that our weekly figures have often been in line with or better than the national 
average. This is a fantastic achievement, and we want to say a big thank you to all our parents 

and carers for your continued support in helping us improve attendance across the school.

Each week, we celebrate good attendance in school, and we’d like to give a special mention to 
the following classes who have achieved 100% attendance at least once this half term - a 

brilliant effort! 

As we continue to focus on attendance, we are also placing a strong emphasis on punctuality. 
We firmly believe that every minute counts, and arriving on time helps children start their day 

calmly and ready to learn.

PUNCTUALITY
Our doors open at 8:45am for a soft start, and ideally, all children should arrive as 
close to this time as possible. The doors close at 9:00am for registration - arrival 
after this time is recorded as late. We understand that traffic and parking can be 
difficult in the mornings, so we encourage families to leave earlier where possible, 

and consider parking a short distance away and walking.

The same expectations apply at the end of the day. It is the responsibility of parents 
and carers to ensure children are collected on time. Please note that school finishes 

at 3:15pm for some classes and 3:30pm for others.

We will continue to monitor punctuality and will contact families where lateness is a 
recurring issue. Thank you again for working with us to make sure your child gets the 

best possible start to their day and their learning.

We are open for 190 days 
in a school year which 

equates to 380 sessions 
including the morning and 

afternoon registration. 

The new attendance guidelines came into place from 19th August 2024. More information and FAQs about attendance can be 
found on our school website: https://www.foxdellprimary.uk/attendance-1/  

Government guidance can be found here: 
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/ 

Badgers   Butterflies   
Pinecones   Spruce   

Cedar

https://www.foxdellprimary.uk/attendance-1/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/


ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Attendance for the last three weeks:

Class Attendance
WE 3.10.25

Attendance
WE 10.10.25

Attendance
WE 17.10.25

Class Attendance
WE 3.10.25

Attendance
WE 10.10.25

Attendance
WE 17.10.25

Wrens 95.3% 94.5% 89.1% Pinecones 98.7% 96.5% 97.5%

Swifts 96.2% 92.5% 94.1% Beech 96.8% 97.2% 98%

Robins 93.1% 93.6% 91.8% Oak 95.6% 92.4% 97.6%

Dragonflies 97.1% 94.2% 95% Ash 94.6% 93.6% 97.6%

Ladybirds 94.6% 97.3% 99.1% Ivy 97.9% 91.7% 96.3%

Butterflies 99.2% 98.3% 97.8% Cedar 99.2% 91.8% 94.3%

Squirrels 94.8% 98.6% 96.6% Spruce 97.1% 96.7% 96.7%

Badgers 95.4% 98.5% 100% Kestrels 79.8% 94% 97%

Hedgehogs 98.6% 95.2% 91.1% Kites 86.5% 98.5% 97.5%

Chestnuts 95.8% 93.3% 98.3% Eagles 86.5% 95% 98.5%

Acorns 98.8% 98.3% 89.6%

Infant Site:  Butterflies, Squirrels & 
Badgers

Our whole school 
attendance 

target is 96%

Our Class H.E.R.O’s for the last 3 weeks are: 

Junior Site: Cedar, Kites & Eagles

The class with the best attendance each week wins the 
attendance trophy and receives a best attendance 

certificate. Children in Reception receive a lucky dip 
prize if they have 100% attendance for the week. 



STARS OF THE WEEK
A huge congratulations to our shining stars for the weeks ending 26.09.25, 03.10.25, 10.10.25 & 
17.10.25
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M Ali
Hawa
Sarah
Elaya

Aariana
Rohan
Abeeha
Zahra

Haider
M Aadam
Kendrick

Summayah

Sara
Iremide
Hazaifa
Umar

Safa
Rafan
Qasim
Saad

Gracey
Baqir

Fatima
Eesa

Inayah
Aleena

Nouraan
Hussam

Malaika
Ali

Haleema
Kenael
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Abdul 
Eshaal

Hasnain
Ibrahi

Daria
Aizah H.

Hafsa 
Aiza 

Hawraa
Eessa
Abiha 

Burhan 

Ismaeel
Jasdeep
Anaya 

Khadija 

Zayaan
Sarah

Musa M
Nimra

Venice
M. Asghar

Nabil
Anaya

Aizah
Shekina
Umaizah
Shekinah

Noor 
Alyan

Hussnain
Taurab

Spruce Cedar Kestrels Kites Eagles

“Be a star in someone’s sky 
every day!”

Arhab
Maham
Manjot

Muhammad

Tariq
Shayan
Aminah
Zahraa

Amna
Sahas
Zohaib
Hannah

Azaan
Afreen

Murtaza
Eesa

Ismail
Rosy

Damirs
M Zaman

Dojo Winners of the Week!
Congratulations to our top dojo earners!

Your positive attitude, teamwork, and respect have truly stood out
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Hafsa
Pamela

Zoe
Armaan

Aarohi
Hadiya

Samrath
Daneen

Gabriella
Hussain

Anya
Ibrahim

Stefania
Musa
Sahil

Anastasia

Saad
Jazmin
Inayah

Ali

Aariz
Leen
Adam

Humaira

Haaniya
Azhaan
Reyhana

Ashal

Haleema
Noor

Anastasia
Matteo
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Aimal
Taman
Anabia
Zoha

Sargun
Aryan
Umar
Yildiz

Umar
Hania
Sarib

Umar F

Sarim
Anaya
Hania

Vanessa

Maya
Hillary
Zainab

Maryam

Ibrahim
Nabil
Aryan
Anaya

Rebecca
Rida

Ismail
Rebecca

Maya
Taurab
Aadam
Maira
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Ammara
Umaima
Daniyal
Kashan

Sahil
Jessica

Raymond
Aminah

Rayyan
Mihas

Harmanpreet
Rafay 

Rebeca
Ismael

Ibrahim K.
Murtaza

Hiba 
Rosy 
Sofia 

Arhum



Our VALUE for Autumn 1 is:

PUPIL LEADERSHIP
We are pleased to be developing pupil leadership across the school. 

Congratulations to our children who are taking on a range of responsibilities and 
making a real difference to school life. 

Meet Our Pupil Leaders

.

Half Term Tasks
Here are some things to do at home during the 

half term to practise RESPONSIBILITY

● Make your own bed each morning
● Help prepare a meal (with an adult) - help 

your adults with simple tasks like washing 
vegetables, setting the table, or making 
sandwiches.

● Create a holiday timetable - plan your day, 
including screen time, reading, play, and 
chores.

● Take care of a pet or plant - feeding a pet 
or watering plants daily will help you to 
understand routine and care.

● Tidy your room or play area each day
● Sort and put away laundry - help your 

adult match socks, fold clothes, or organise 
your drawers.

Prefects

Sofia, Saffiyah, Hiba, 
Nicolas Sarah, Zaroon, 
Izzan, Hannah, Aminah, 
Musa, Taj, Tarek, Fatima

Talia 

Eco Warriors
Kazeem, Safa, Aariz, Gracey, 

Anastasia, Umar, Aliza, Mikael, 
Noor, Kanaël, Musa, Reyhana, 

Jasdeep, Zuhair, Sargun, Daria, 
Abdullah, Aameera, Bilal, 

Khadijah, Anaya, Dawood, 
Ishmael, Maya, Maya, Tauran, 
Desiree, Raymond, Umaima, 

Raihan, Aysha, Zakariya, 
Haaniya, Arhum, Adam and Julia.

School Council/ Rights Rangers
Murtaza, Leelu , Rayaan, Zoya , Muhammed Zaman, 
Rosy, Fatima Zara, Abubakar, Sahil, Rohan, Maya, 
Kodi, Musa M, Hajra, Salwa, Salim, Maryam, Bilal, 

Armaan, Aliyyah, Abdullah Z, Fajar, Za’im, Arfa

We are pleased to announce 
our Head Boy and Head Gorl 

for 2025-2026

Head Girl - Aminah Shahed
Head Boy - Izzan Haider



Around our School

Year 1
Last Friday,  we went to visit our local church  

called St Peter’s Church. The children saw how 
it looks and discussed a creation story. 

In English, we have been writing a fact file 
about owls and eagles. We wrote what do they 
look like, what do they eat and  and when they 

hunt. 

In PE, we are focusing on gymnastic and 
children were learning to tense their muscles 
when performing tuck, pike, star and straight 

shape. 

Year R
This week in Reception we have been learning all about the signs of Autumn. We 

have been out on an Autumn walk around school to see what has changed for 
Autumn. We then explored Autumn objects on our tuff tray.

We have also learnt all about colour mixing this week. We have explored how to 
make new colours from red, blue and yellow. 

In Maths, we have worked hard on measure. We used the words ‘small’, ‘big’, 
‘smaller’, and ‘bigger’ to compare objects and order them by size. 

Year 2
In English, the children were inspired by The Journey 

Home and wrote their own versions of the story, full of 
imagination and adventure. 

Linked to this, we have been learning about different 
habitats and the animals that live in them. The children 

have designed their very own habitat dioramas, which 
they’ll be creating later this week — we can’t wait to see 

their wonderful designs come to life!

We have also explored the history of transport, 
discovering how travel has changed from horse-drawn 

carriages to rockets, before designing their own 
amazing transport for the future.



Around our School

Year 5
In history, the children have been challenged to design and build 3D 
models of a Maya city state.  This has been a three day project 
beginning with creating a prototype. 

The final models were then organized into model city states.  Finally, 
the children experienced what cacao tastes like before it is made into 
chocolate.  Most of the children were not impressed with the taste as it 
was very bitter! 

Year 3
Year 3 pupils have continued to demonstrate great enthusiasm in 
their learning and recently took part in European Languages Day- 
Cultural Celebration Day. The children came to school in 
non-uniform; dressed in clothes that represent their culture and 
engaged in a range of enriching activities focused on the language 
chosen by their class:

·      Chestnuts  explored Spanish,                                                 

·        Acorns  learned about German, and  

·        Pinecones  took part in Italian-themed activities.                   

Year 3 had fantastic time during Fossil workshop last Friday.The 
children even had a chance to create their own fossils using clay.

Year 6
In art and design, the children have analysed  how art can 
explore the concept of self. They have identified common 
themes within different artworks and created a sculpture out 
of clay that shows the use of art to express themselves.

In history, the children have been learning all about the 
Victorian era. They have explored what life was like 
during Queen Victoria's reign and have particularly 
focused on the incredible 
inventions that emerged 
during this period. To showcase 
their learning, the children have
created an informative poster 
highlighting some of the most 
important Victorian inventions, such as the 
telephone, the steam engine and the first photographs.

.

Year 4
Year 4 had great fun celebrating European Day , and each class had the 

opportunity to explore a different country.

Oak Class  focused on Latvia . The children enjoyed learning some key 
Latvian phrases such as how to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’. They also got 

creative by making beautiful traditional ornaments called Puzuri. 

Ash Class  explored Lithuania . They learned a traditional Lithuanian 
nursery rhyme and took part in a hands-on art activity, creating 

intricate paper patterns inspired by Lithuanian folk designs.

Beech Class  turned their attention to France . The class learned 
interesting facts about the country, tested their knowledge with a quiz, 

and produced stunning artwork inspired by Claude Monet.

In history,  the children learned about ancient Chinese culture and 
traditions, including the fascinating use of oracle bones as a form of 

communication with ancestors and deities. To deepen their 
understanding, they created their own oracle bones out of clay, carefully 
inscribing them with symbols and questions, just as the Shang people did 

thousands of years ago.



Around our School

Grafham Water Residential Trip

Earlier this term, our Year 5 and 6 children had an unforgettable three-day residential 
trip packed with adventure, teamwork, and lots of laughter. From scaling rock climbing 
walls and learning to balance on paddle boards, to paddling through the water in canoes 

and trying their hand at archery, the children embraced every challenge with 
enthusiasm and resilience.

Evenings were a chance to wind down with hot chocolate and share stories from the day, 
and it was wonderful to see the children supporting each other as they tackled new 

experiences – including making their own beds! Their behaviour throughout was 
exemplary, and we are incredibly proud of how well they represented our school.

A big thank you to the three dedicated staff members who accompanied the children and 
helped make the trip such a success: Mrs Jones, Mr Epie and Miss Williams. The children 

returned tired but happy, full of stories, and already talking about their next 
adventure!



Around our School

Grafham Water Residential Trip

The Foxdell Football Team

The Foxdell Football Team faced their first match of the league season on Friday 17th October 2025. 
After taking an early lead thanks to Achilles we were quickly pegged back and before you knew it we 

were in a tense 1-1 game. We gave away a penalty but due to the heroics of Arhum we managed to stay in 
the game. We faced attack after attack but Nicolas, Murtaza, Farhan, Adam and Musa stayed strong. Our 

engine of a midfield (Izaan and Damirs) were resilient and determined and before long Damirs put us 
back in the lead. The second half was tense as Cutenhoe Primary tried to grab an equaliser. We managed 
to not only hold on but double the lead through Achilles getting his second goal of the game securing a 

3-1 win!



Around our School

Year 2 Autumn Multi Skills Event
Our Year 2 children had the fantastic opportunity to take part in a Multi Skills 

Festival at Inspire Sports Village in Luton. The event brought together schools from 
all over the local area, giving the children a chance to meet others and take part in a 

wide range of fun, active challenges.

The activities were designed to help the children develop their balance, coordination, 
teamwork and speed—all while having lots of fun! From running relays and jumping 
stations to throwing and target games, every child had the chance to shine and try 

something new.



Around our School

Street Tag

We have been very pleased with how families have engaged with Street Tag, 
a fun app designed to get everyone in the community active and competing 
for prizes.  Thanks to all those who have downloaded the Street Tag app 
and started earning points already. We celebrated the top 5 teams who are 
leading the way in assembly last week. The top team has earned 46,870 so 
far!

Thanks to everyone’s efforts, Foxdell moved up 4 places on the Luton 
School Leaderboard last week and we are now in  4th place! Go team Foxdell! 

Remember, as well as getting our school to the top of the Luton School 
Leaderboard, you can also earn points to be in for a chance of winning 
prizes too. See below for a reminder of the prizes up for grabs!

Keep going Team Foxdell!



     Online Safety Corner



SEND/ Health and Wellbeing
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